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County Counsel November 3, 2016

TO: LORI GLASGOW
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: AgendaPrep~f t~%n/7•
/ 1 f ~~'/

FROM: ROGER H. GRANBO + ~~' ̀T~ /
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Lisa Castillo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. 2:14-CV-07702

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1609

FACSIMILE

(213)626-2(05

TDD

(213)633-0901

&MAIL

rgranboQcounsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regazding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summazy and Summazy Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Lisa Castillo, et al. v. Countv of Los An¢eles, et al., United
States District Court Case No. 2:14-CV-07702 in the amount of $999,999 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Children and Family Service's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of federal civil rights violations and unlawful
detention of Plaintiffs two minor children by the Department of Children and
Family Services.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Lisa Castillo, et al. vs. County of Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER 14-CV-07702

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED October 4, 2012

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Children and Family Serv(ces

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 999,999

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Vincent W. Davis

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Lauren Black
Principal Deputy County Counsel

Avi Burkwitz, Esquire
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz LLP

NATURE OF CASE This is a warrant case in which Plaintiff alleges her
kids were detained without a warrant and she was
coerced into signing off on a safety plan, and the
kids continued to be detained for six months
thereafter.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 153,500

PAfD COSTS, TO DATE $ 28,000

HOA.100947178.1



Case Name: Li,a Castillo v COLA
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The intent of this (orm Is to assist deparlmen[s in writing ~ corrective action plan summary for
attachment to the seUlemenl docurnenis clevelo~ed For the hoard of Supervisors and/or the
Co~mly of Los Angeles Claims Doard. 'fhe si.~mmary sho~dd be a specific uvorvfe~r~ of (he
claimsllawsuits' identf0ed root causes and correclivo aal(ons (status, Ilmo frame, and ~esponslble
party). This summary does not r~.placo the Corrective Action t'lan form. If there is a question
related to confideriliality, please consult County Co~msel.

pate of incidenUevenl: Ocloh~r M1, 2012

Briofly provide a I The plainli(f alfec~es her civil ri~lits were violated when the
description of the dopartmont placed her children as the result of hor three-month
incfdont/event: old 6eing found unresponsive after being left lying on his side,

1. Briefly desrribo Iho root causes of tho rlaimllawsuit:

I i~lainli(f altegod That DCFS removod har chil~iron and Inlerferr~c! with iamlllal ralations when
Pear childron were removed as tha rgsult of her threo•monlh nld son Being found unresponsive.
L._._._.. -----_._____._- ...__._.._..._----.._--__------ _-- —

2. 6rietly desrribc: recommended corrective ~~ctlons:
(Induda eadi coneciWe cotton, due dt~lo, respnnsib~e parry, nncl any ~iccip(inary actions II appropdale)

fho Department had relevant po6aes and procc~dure5 (n etiocl al the time: of the incident and
continuos la ensure t17at ns ~rotocol5 romplemenl the current slate of tho law and assist ifs
wgrkforce to jsrovide ~ppronriaf~ and le~anll~ suffiolent rhifrJ woifare services.

x
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Counly of Los Angeles
Summary Conectiva Action Plan

3. Are lho correct(vo adlans addressing department-wide system issues?

✓ The correct(va acllons address department wide system Issues
The correottve actions era only eppticeble to the aflecled parties.

N8m8: (Rlek ManugemeN CooNlnalav)

DlaneJgleslas, Senbr Deputy_OGactor
Signature;

r"•.

NamR: {OepMmant He~A)

PFiIIIP L. BROWNING, DIRECI"OR
Signature:

Date.

U~/~'(~

Date:

Chlai Executive Office Riak Management Inspec¢or General USE ONLY

Are the corrective actions applicable la other departments within the County?

❑ Yey, the corcect(ve actions poteMlally have County-wide applicabfl(ry.
No, the corroctive actions are applicn6le only to this d~pariment.

I~nLe: (Risk Managemanl inspector Genor+q
~ ~

! Oate: ;
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